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House passes tax bill 
in big step toward overhaul 
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President Donald Trump, seen Thursday with Vice President Mike Pence, wants a tax measure on his desk to sign by Christmas. 


Focus shifts to Senate, where there’s GOP resistance 


BY THOMAS KAPLAN 
AND ALAN RAPPEPORT 


New York Times 


WASHINGTON 
he House passed a 
sweeping rewrite of the 
tax code on Thursday, 
taking a significant leap 
forward as Republicans seek to 
enact $1.5 trillion in tax cuts for 
businesses and individuals and 
deliver the first major legislative 
achievement of President Don- 
ald Trump’s tenure. 

The House voted to 227-205 
to approve the bill, shortly after 
Trump came to Capitol Hill to 
address House Republicans. 

Thirteen Republicans voted 
against the bill, and no Demo- 
crats voted for it. 

The tax overhaul still faces 
significant obstacles, as Repub- 
licans must align the House 
legislation with a bill that is 
working its way through the 
Senate Finance Committee this 
week. The bills contain big 
differences that will have to be 
bridged. 

Republicans are under pres- 
sure to get legislation to 
Trump’s desk by Christmas, 
especially after failing in their 
attempt to dismantle the Affor- 
dable Care Act this year, even 
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House Republicans, including House Majority Leader Kevin 
McCarthy, R-Bakersfield, center, and House Speaker Paul Ryan, 
second from right, prepare for a news conference. 
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Senate bill gradually raises taxes for 
families earning under $75,000. 6A 


though their party has full con- 
trol of government. Lawmakers 
also want to push the legislation 
through quickly to avoid giving 
lobbyists and Democrats time to 
mobilize. 
Republicans do not wish to 

witness a replay of their health 
care catastrophe, during which 


the House managed to pass a 
repeal bill in May, but the nar- 
rowly divided Senate could 
never do so. 

The House tax bill, which 
passed in the Ways and Means 
Committee last week, would cut 
taxes more than $1.4 trillion 
over 10 years. It cuts the corpo- 
rate tax rate to 20 percent from 
35 percent, collapses the num- 
ber of tax brackets to four from 
seven, switches the United 


States to an international tax 
system that is more in line with 
the rest of the world, and elim- 
inates or scales back many pop- 
ular deductions, including one 
for state and local taxes paid. 

“For the first time in 31 years 
we are wiping the tax code 
clean and replacing it with one 
that is fairer and simpler for 
everyone,” said Rep. Devin 
Nunes, R-Tulare, a member of 
the Ways and Means Commit- 
tee. 

House Republican leaders 
were unable to win over a num- 
ber of Republicans from high- 
tax states like New York and 
New Jersey, who have fought to 
preserve the deduction for state 
and local taxes. The House bill 
allows the deduction of up to 
$10,000 in property taxes, but 
that provision was not enough 
of a concession for them. 

At least five Republicans from 
New York and three from New 
Jersey had come out against the 
bill before Thursday’s vote. 

“T just have too many constit- 
uents who are going to see their 
taxes go up,” said Rep. Lee 
Zeldin, who represents a district 
on Long Island and was one of 
several New York Republicans 
who spoke out against the tax 
bill on Thursday morning. 
“You’re taking more money 
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Macy’s shipment center shows 
how holiday jobs have changed 


BY MARK GLOVER 
mglover@sacbee.com 


The hulking industrial com- 
plex that looms over Franklin 
Boulevard in south Sacramento 
used to churn out cans of 
Campbell tomato soup. This 
holiday season the old plant is 
busy again - as Macy’s workers 
assemble, package and ship 
items ordered online by custom- 


people in October for seasonal 
jobs in the Sacramento dis- 
tribution facility, which moved 
into the shuttered space in 
2015, two years after Campbell 
pulled out. The facility started 
out with about 175 employees 
but expects to build up to 500 
by the peak of the holiday sea- 
son. 

For years, landing a holiday 
shopping season job was likely 
to put you behind the counter of 


159th year in business. Today’s 
seasonal job applicant is just as 
likely to spend November and 
December in a retailer’s ware- 
house, processing online orders 
and shipping them to far-flung 
locales. 

Amazon may have led the 
way, but the online shopping 
space is becoming increasingly 
crowded as traditional retailers 
rush to compete. They are 
snatching up warehouse space 


bility that those working might 
ultimately shift into full-time, 
year-round jobs. 

In a bit of powerful symbol- 
ism, these engines of the new 
economy have sometimes locat- 
ed in former factories like the 
Campbell plant. Online retailer 
Zulily now occupies a former 
steel mill in Bethlehem, Pa. In 
June, Amazon announced that it 
would open an 855,000-square- 
foot center in North Haven, 
Conn., at a long-vacant property 
formerly used by manufacturer 
Pratt & Whitney. 

The expansion of online shop- 
ping has boosted job growth in 
the storage and warehouse 
sector of the U.S. economy. 


Third 
woman 
alleges 
misconduct 
by senator 


mA former office employee 
says Sen. Tony Mendoza 
behaved inappropriately 
toward her at the Capitol. 


BY TARYN LUNA 
tluna@sacbee.com 


A third woman is alleging 
that Sen. Tony Mendoza be- 
haved inappropriately toward 
her when she worked in his 
Capitol office seven years 
ago. 

Haley Myers said she told 
the Assembly in 2010 that 
Mendoza engaged in behavior 
that she considers sexual 
harassment when she worked 
aide for him in 
Sacramento. 
repeatedly sent f cy) 
her text mes- A 


as a legislative 
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sages, some % i 
late at night 
with comments Tony 
such as “think- Mendoza 


ing of you” and 

ending with a smiley face, she 
said. He singled out Myers, 
then 30 and married, to at- 
tend after-hours events with 
him, she said, including sev- 
eral occasions in which she 
found herself alone with 
Mendoza over drinks or din- 
ner. She said she worried that 
speaking up could result in 
negative consequences at 
work. 

“In the beginning, I really 
thought he was trying to men- 
tor me,” Myers said. “Who 
doesn’t want a mentor or 
someone who can help me get 
ahead in my career? That’s 
not what was happening.” 

Mendoza, 46, declined this 
week to answer detailed ques- 
tions about his interactions 
with Myers. But in a state- 
ment issued late Thursday, he 
acknowledged that the As- 
sembly Rules Committee 
contacted him in 2010. He 
said he “made a strong com- 
mitment to correct any mis- 
understanding and reinforce 
my commitment to ensuring a 
friendly and professional 
atmosphere.” 

In response to previous 
allegations against Mendoza, 
the five lawmakers on the 
Senate Rules Committee 
announced Sunday that its 
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AL FRANKEN 
CALLED OUT 


Sen. Al Franken is 
accused by a radio 
newscaster of forcibly 
kissing her and groping 
her for a photo while she 
slept during a USO tour 
of the Middle East in 
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